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If a> + b*> + ¢* = -2 and

l+a’x (1+b*)x (1+c?)x
fix) =det| (1+a*)x 1+b* (1+c*)x |, thenf{x) is a polynomial
(I+a®>)x (1+b*)x 1+c*x
of degree
(2) 2: (b) 3: (c) O (d) 1
Solution by Arkady Alt , San Jose ,California, USA.
[ 14a (1+b69x (1+A)x
detf] (1+a®*)x 1+bx (I+c*)x | =
\ (I1+a*)x (1+b%)x 1+c%x

[ lva (1+b)x T+ale+ (1 +b0x+ (1 +c)x
det|] (1+a*)x 1+bx (Q+a®)x+1+bx+(+c>H)x | =
\ (I+a*)x (1+b¥)x (I+a*)x+(1+b>)x+1+c%x

/ l+a’x (1+b¥)x x(a’>+b>+c?+2)+1

det|] (1+a®*)x 1+bx x(@®>+b>+c*+2)+1 =

\ (I+a®)x (1+bH)x x(@®>+b>+c2+2)+1

/ 1 +a’x (1+5b>)x 1

det] (I1+a*)x—(Q+a’) 1+bx-(1+b>)x 1-1 =
\ (I+a*)x—(1+a’x) (1+b)x—(1+b*)x 1-1

[ 14a (1+bx 1

det| x-1 -(x-1) 0 |= (x—-1)°

\ x—1 0 0




